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And it’s a whole monument to years and
years and years of your effort believing in
tomorrow, right? It is. You wouldn’t be here
if you didn’t. And that belief has had a lot
to do with your Nation’s success over the last
220-plus years. It has driven my public life.
And it was validated again a few days ago
by the pain and the hope I saw in the faces
of the children of Kosovo.

The more we think about tomorrow, the
more energy, determination, and wisdom we
have for the challenges of today.

I believe in your future. I believe Ameri-
ca’s best days lie in the new millennium. I
ask Congress to help me make it so.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in Gas-
ton Hall at Georgetown University. In his re-
marks, he referred to Presidential scholar Danielle
Huff, who introduced the President; and Father
Leo J. O’Donovan, president, Georgetown Uni-
versity.

Statement on House Action on the
‘‘Foster Care Independence Act of
1999’’
June 25, 1999

Hillary and I are pleased that the House
of Representatives, by an overwhelming bi-
partisan margin, today approved H.R. 1802,
the ‘‘Foster Care Independence Act of
1999.’’ This legislation recognizes that we
have a responsibility to ensure that youth in
foster care have the tools they need to make
the most of their lives. I am pleased that the
measure builds on the proposals in my budg-
et request to provide those leaving foster care
with access to health care and to expand and
improve educational opportunities, training,
housing assistance, counseling, and other
support and services.

Each year, approximately 20,000 young
people leave our Nation’s foster care system
at age 18 without an adoptive family or other
permanent family relationship, but Federal
financial support ends just as they are making
the critical transition to independence. With-
out the emotional, social, and financial sup-
port that families provide, many of these

young people are not adequately prepared
for life on their own.

For our Nation’s foster youth, their 18th
birthday can be the start of a very tough road
alone. This bill is an important step forward
to help them in their struggle to become suc-
cessful, independent adults. The end of fos-
ter care should not be the end of caring for
these young people.

I’d like to thank Representatives Nancy
Johnson and Ben Cardin, the sponsors of the
‘‘Foster Care Independence Act of 1999,’’ for
their hard work and dedication to this issue.
I look forward to working with them and with
Members of Congress on both sides of the
aisle in the months ahead to enact meaning-
ful and fiscally responsible legislation to en-
able these young people to live up to their
God-given potential.

NOTE: The release issued by the Office of the
Press Secretary also announced that audio re-
marks by the President would be available on the
White House Press Office Radio Actuality Line.

Statement on Accepting the
Invitation To Serve as Honorary
Chairman of the Presidents Cup

June 25, 1999

I am pleased to accept the invitation to
serve as honorary chairman of the Presidents
Cup, one of the premier international events
in golf. I thank Commissioner Tim Finchem
and the PGA Tour as well as the participating
international golf tours for this invitation. It
is an honor to succeed Presidents George
Bush and Gerald Ford, as well as Australian
Prime Minister John Howard, as honorary
chairman of this event.

I know that, more and more, people
around the world share America’s enthu-
siasm for golf. The Presidents Cup helps
bring our countries together in spirited and
good-natured competition. In 1996 I was
glad to attend the Presidents Cup at Robert
Trent Jones Golf Club, and I am looking for-
ward to another display of skill and sports-
manship by the United States and inter-
national teams in October 2000.
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Executive Order 13128—
Implementation of the Chemical
Weapons Convention and the
Chemical Weapons Convention
Implementation Act
June 25, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
Chemical Weapons Convention Implemen-
tation Act of 1998 (as enacted in Division
I of Public Law 105–277) (the Act), the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.),
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and in order to facilitate implementa-
tion of the Act and the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction (the ‘‘Conven-
tion’’), it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Department of State shall
be the United States National Authority (the
‘‘USNA’’) for purposes of the Act and the
Convention

Sec. 2. The USNA shall coordinate the im-
plementation of the provisions of the Act and
the Convention with an interagency group
consisting of the Secretary of Defense, the
Attorney General, the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of Energy, and the
heads of such other agencies or departments,
or their designees, I may consider necessary
or advisable.

Sec. 3. The Departments of State and
Commerce, and other agencies as appro-
priate, each shall issue, amend, or revise reg-
ulations, orders, or directives as necessary to
implement the Act and U.S. obligations
under Article VI and related provisions of the
Convention. Regulations under section
401(a) of the Act shall be issued by the De-
partment of Commerce by a date specified
by the USNA, which shall review and ap-
prove these regulations, in coordination with
the interagency group designated in section
2 of this order, prior to their issuance.

Sec. 4. The Secretary of Commerce is au-
thorized:

(a) to obtain and execute warrants pursu-
ant to section 305 of the Act for the purposes

of conducting inspections of facilities subject
to the regulations issued by the Department
of Commerce pursuant to section 3 of this
order;

(b) to suspend or revoke export privileges
pursuant to section 211 of the Act; and

(c) to carry out all functions with respect
to proceedings under section 501(a) of the
Act and to issue regulations with respect
thereto, except for those functions that the
Act specifies are to be performed by the Sec-
retary of State or the USNA.

Sec. 5. The Departments of State, De-
fense, Commerce, and Energy, and other
agencies as appropriate, are authorized to
carry out, consistent with the Act and in ac-
cordance with subsequent directives, appro-
priate functions that are not otherwise as-
signed in the Act and are necessary to imple-
ment the provisions of the Convention and
the Act.

Sec. 6. The Departments of State, De-
fense, Commerce, and Energy, and other
agencies, as appropriate, are authorized to
provide assistance to facilities not owned or
operated by the U.S. Government, or con-
tracted for use by or for the U.S. Govern-
ment, in meeting reporting requirements and
in preparing the facilities for possible inspec-
tion pursuant to the Convention.

Sec. 7. The USNA, in coordination with
the interagency group designated in section
2 of this order, is authorized to determine
whether disclosure of confidential business
information pursuant to section 404(c) of the
Act is in the national interest. Disclosure will
not be permitted if contrary to national secu-
rity or law enforcement needs.

Sec. 8. In order to take additional steps
with respect to the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction and means of delivering
them and the national emergency described
and declared in Executive Order 12938 of
November 14, 1994, as amended by Execu-
tive Order 13094 of July 30, 1998, section
3 of Executive Order 12938, as amended, is
amended to add a new subsection (e) to read
as follows:

‘‘(e) the Secretary of Commerce shall im-
pose and enforce such restrictions on the
importation of chemicals into the United
States as may be necessary to carry out
the requirements of the Convention on the
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